[An outbreak of staphylococcal dermatitis in laboratory mice].
An epizootic of dermatitis with erosion, ulcer and crust broke out in an experimental colony of JCL-ICR mouse over a period from December 1975 to June 1976. The disease was detected in 592 of a total of 1831 mice of 3-24 months old, especially in males of 7-24 months old (517/821). At the beginning of December 1975, only a few males of 12 months old were found to have the lesion on the back skin, and thereafter the dermatitis prevailed gradually among the mice. Histopathologic examinations showed the loss of the epidermis, necrosis and/or collapse of the corium, accumulation of serous exudate with neutrophilic cell infiltration and a few cocci scattered on the surface. In chronic cases, fibrous granulation tissues with neutrophilic cell infiltration were formed in the corium. Staphylococcus aureus was isolated in pure culture from the skin lesions in all of the mice examined. Skin disease similar to that of the field case was reproduced in mice inoculated subcutaneously with 10(7) viable organisms of the fresh isolate. By giving chlortetracycline in drinking water for 7 days, treatment of the affected mice was efficacious in mild cases, but not in severe cases.